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Fresh Hurdles to Common Science Test .

IIT Faculty Federation and Senates of [IT Kanpur and Delhi guestion HRD move toreplace lIT-JEE

oURPOLITICALBUREAY MALTITY
NEW DELHI .

The government’s proposal to put in
place a common entrance examin-
ation for engineering and science has
runintoaroadblock.

The Senatesof [IT Kanpurand Delhi,
and the IIT Faculty Federation have
questioned the decision to replace the
IIT Joint Entrance Examination (ITT-
JEE)}. They have decided to ask the hu-
man resources development ministry
to hold on and further debate the issue
of examination reforms. Their objec-
tion come soon after states like Tamil
Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, Pu-
ducherry and West Bengal sought

maore time tostudy the proposal.

The ministry hopes to make the com-
mon entrance examination, Indian
Science Engineering Eligibility Test
(ISEET), operational from 2013. This

single national entrance test for ad-
mission into engineering and science
courses would be applicable for all
centrally-funded institutions, such as
IITs, National Institutes of Technoelo-
gy, [ISER, IIIT, IISc (Bangalore), IIEST
(Shibpur) and NERIST (Itanagar). It
will replace the IT-JEE — used for ad-
missions by the 15 ITs, Institute of
Technology, Benaras Hindu Universi-
ty and Indian School of Mines. It will
also replace the AIEEE (All India En-
gineering Entrance Examination)
used by the National Institutes of
Technology.

The common eligibility test will con-
sist of two parts. The first will be an
aptitude test which will be objective
type testing the students’ abilities of
comprehension, critical thinking,
and logical reasoning. The second is
an advance test based on the students’
problem solving abilities for basic sci-

ence subjects. The aim of both tests
would be to indicate the student’s
scholastic level and aptitude for sci-
ence and engineering. The new sys-
tem would also give weightage to the
School Board Examination or class
XII results. The proposal considered
by the Central Advisory Board on
Education set 60:40 weightage ratio
for the eligibility test and class XIl re-
sults, respectively.

The Senate has disapproved the man-
ner in which the HRD ministry is
pushing through these changes. The
Senate is the highest decision making
body inthelIT. The IIT Faculty Federa-
tion has opposed the proposed re-
forms, arguing that the new examin-
ation system wouldn't be abletoassess
whether students have either the apti-
tude or knowledge to be admitted to
the country’s top engineering schools.

The Senate of IIT Kanpur is under-
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CAMPUS ROUNDUP

Summit organised at the Department of
Minagement Studies, HIT Delll

The Department of Management Studies,
NT Delhi, recently organised its flagship
leadership summit ‘Building India Inc.
Themed ‘Developing Synergy’, this year's
edition brought together experts from
academia, corporate, government and
media. The event was inaugurated by
Indian cricketer Virender Sehwag and the
Head of Department, Prof Sudhir K Jain.
The event also saw the commencement of
Anushthana—a DMS student initiative
championing the donation of education to

less privileged children.
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stood to have differed with the pro-
posed single entrance test with
weightage formulafor admission into
IITs. The senate members said the
method suggested for factoring in
Class-XI1 score in selection would not
help the OTs to ensure that the best
students were admitted, Their argu-
ment is that since the assessment sys-
tem varies among school boards, it
would be not be possible to assess all
studentsby the same scaleand weight-
age. TheIIT Faculty Federation isalso
opposing the weightage formula.

In its proposal the ministry has sug-
gested a statistical method for nor-
malisation of school board scores.
This is based on apilottesting carried
by the Indian Statistical Institute in
respect of the evaluation made for 3-4
years for the four selected Boards
(CBSE, ISE, Tamil Nadu Board and
West Bengal Board).
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4 city innovators in MIT technology list

BELOW 35 PhD students to share
stage with scientists and academics
from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology at conference in Bengaluru
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Edu grievance
cell on cards

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: From the next aca-
demic year, students seeking

admissions to courses in uni-

versities and affiliated colleg-
es or technical and manage-
ment institutes will have a
grievanceredressal body.

The All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) will soon issue a no-
tification directing all profes-
sional and technical insti-
tutes across the country to
constitute an ombudsman for
grievanceredressal.

“Every institute will need
to appoint an ombudsman
with legal experience,” said
AICTE chairman SS Mantha.

“If there is paucity of eli-
gible people, then one om-
budsman can be appointed
for a cluster of colleges. For
example, colleges in a area
can be considered as one clus-
ter. The body will 1ook into
students’harassment, admis-
sion and capitation fee is-
sues,” headded.

Each cluster ombudsman
will have three experts, in-
cluding a retired high court
judge,an“eminentsocial per-
sonality from the education
sector” and academician,
said sources.

“During admissions, a
student does not belong to
any institute as he/she has
passed out from school or ju-

Class Matters

P AICTE toissue anotification
directing professional and
technicalinstitutesto
constitute an ombudsman for
grievance redressal

P One ombudsmancanbe
appointed for a cluster of
collegesinanarea

P Each clusterombudsman
will have three experts,
includinganHC judge

P The body will lookinto
students’ harassment,
admission andcapitation fee
issues

nior college and is yet to enrol
in a degree college. The om-
budsman or the grievance re-
dressal body will help the stu-
dents if they face any trouble
during the process,” added
Mantha.

The ministry of human
resources and development
initiative will also be imple-
mented by the University
Grants Commission in all
universities and affiliated
colleges. The ombudsman
will hear grievanceslikenon-
refund of feeson cancellation
of admissions, discrimina-
tion,non-complianceof rules
and withholding of docu-
ments. Mantha was speaking
ataseminar organized by a B-
school in the city.
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~ Police probe

~ “firing’ after

- road ragein
Powai

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: The police are

probingintoa

5 brawl be-

& tween two

persons when

their vehicles

CRIME brushed each

other in Powai on Wednes-
day night.

The accused, Shekar Pu-
ranik (36), stepped out of his
car and pulled out a starting
pistol, which is used to flag
off races, and started firing
in the direction of biker Mo-
hammed Ansari (19).

“Both of themhad a heat-
ed exchange. Puranik then
‘ACCUSED HAS
GUN LICENCFE’
pulled out a gun and fired,
which locals believed to be
real bullets. A passing patrol
brought both of them to the
police station,” said Bhaji-
rao Bhosle, senior inspector

of Powaipolicestation.

Bhosle said the two set-
tled their differences and
didn’t lodge a complaint. “It
was found that Puranik pos-
sessed a starting pistol for
which hehad alicence.Ithas
been confiscated and will be
returned after completion of
theprobe,” Bhosleadded.
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First hybrid business
management, law
course at IIM-Shillong

Vanita Srivastava

% vanita.shrivastava®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: [IM-Shillong is all set
to become the first management
institution in the country, and
the second in the world, to offer
a programme blending business
management and law. Accord-
ing to officials, it will launch the
course in collaboration with the
National University of Juridical
Seiences-Kolkata (NUJS-K)
from July this year.

An institute in Germany is
the only other educational insti-
tution in the world that pro-
vides a course hybridising law
and management, said pro-
gramme chairman Prof DK
Agarwal.

The PG executive diploma
programme will have 30 seats,
and the institute is in the
process of working out the fee
component. Like other execu-
tive programmes, this one will
also require work experience.

A formal advertisement for the
course will be published in May.

The initial period of the 15-
month course will be devoted
to courses on law and man-
agement, and the last few
months will stress on syn-
chronisation of law and man-
agement. While teachers from
the NUJS-K will teach subjects
pertaining to law, [IM-S facul-
ty will handle thé management
side of the syllabus,

Stating that the course will
strive to meet futuristic require-
ment of the corporate sector,
Agarwal said the institute’s
broader objective was to inno-
vate on new fronts,

“This course will provide
rmanagers with a working know-
ledge of the law, especially that
pertaining to businesses. During
our discussions, we realised this
course could help judicial offi-
cers inculcate managerial acu-
men and improve managers’
legal prowess,” he added.
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138 professional
colleges to
shut shop

By PraSHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI
A s many as 138 institutions

offering
4 Mofferin, g
courses in engineering, com-
puter applications and man-
agement studies will soon stop
functioning due to low admis-
sion rates and poor campus
placement.

This might be the beginning
of the end of the so-called
mom and pop education shops
that mushroomed across the
country at the turn of the cen-
tury as India’s economy ex-
panded at a frenetic pace and
professional training fetched
an immediate premium.

Although the growth has
slackened a bit, the demand
for skilled personnel hasn’t.
‘What seems to have changed is
that professional institutes
now need to deliver on quality
or perish.

Students are attracted to-
wards these technical institu-
tions essentially because they
hope to secure a job on gradu-
ation, said S.8. Mantha, chair-
man of the All India Council
for Technical Education, the
regulatory body for technical
education. “Clearly, that's not
happening.”

“We have received applica-
tions from 138 colleges, in-
cluding management, engi-
neering and MCA (master in
computer applications) insti-
tutions, for closure of opera-
tion,” said Mantha.

Between October and Febru-
ary, 60 business scheols, 30
MCA colleges and 15 engineer-
ing colleges have applied for
closure, official data shows.
Many of these are located in
Uttar  Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and  Andhra
Pradesh. The number may in-
crease before the start of the
next academic session, the
regulator said.

The interaction between
many such institutes and the
industry is poor and teaching
standards are often question-
able, Mantha said, adding that
the professional education
space in India might also be
showing signs of consolida-
tion.

“Industry interaction and in-
campus placement is largely
limited to major cities and top
institutions in technical edu-
cation,” said Rahul Dhandha-
nia, consultant, education
practice at consulting and au-
diting firm Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers, “The consolidation is
starting, and once foreign in-
stitutes are allowed to set up
(independent) campuses, the
poor performers will either
close down or change hands.”

A draft legislation on allow-
ing foreign universities to open
Indian campuses is pending in
Parliament.

“The entire technical educa-
tion system in the country is in

nrofaccinnal
proigssigna;
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138 professional
colleges to shut shop

» FROM PAGE 1

the doldrums,” said Rajan Sax-
ena, vice-chancellor of Mum-
bai-based Narsee Monjee In-
stitute of Management Studies.
“Nearly 60% of the engineering
and 40% of the management
seats are going vacant.”

According to a 1 February
note from credit rating firm
Crisil, the average occupancy
rate declined in 2011-12 to
around 67% for engineering
colleges and about 65% for
business schools.

“Occupancy levels are under

pressure due to the significant
increase in the number of seats
across colleges, shortage of
skilled faculty, absence of in-
dustry link-ups, (and) increas-
ing awareness among students
about the quality of education
imparted by colleges,” Crisil
said.

R. Panickar, director general
of Indo Global Colleges, a chain
of private colleges in Punjab,
said: “Students are now con-
scious that college manage-
ment cannot lure them without
providing quality teaching and
a relatively good job.”

B.S. Baswan, a former secre-
tary with the ministry of human
resource development and a
former senior advisor with the
Planning Commission, said
that when the .

not affect India's long-term
plan to create large numbers of
skilled professionals, according
to Mantha.,

“If you see, the overall sce-
nario is im-

Indian econo-
my has seen a

Between Oct and Feb,

proving. One
hundred and

downturn, . thirty-eight

placement 60 business schools, institutes may
has been af- have applied
fected and 30 MCA COllegeS and for closure,
this must have but many

contributed to

15 engineering

more new in-

rofessional 1 stitutes  are
Eolleges opt- colleges haye applled seeking our
ing to close for closure approval  to
down. “Indus- run  opera-
try punishes tions,” he

the inefficient and it becomes
visible during a downturn,” he
said.

Although colleges closing
down is not a good sign, it will

said. “Net-net, it's a growth.” -

In 2011, India had nearly
3,500 management schools and
over 4,000 engineering colleg-
es, official data show.
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Divers bring out
IIT student’s body
from Beas waters

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Manpi, MARCH 25

A pall of gloom descended

on students of the Indian

Institute of Technology (ITT),

Mandi, today after divers

brought out the body of
" Prahhar Shah, a second-year

BTech student of the IIT,

from the Beas here,

Shah, who belonged to

. Andhra Pradesh, along with
his four friends, had gone to
swim in the Beas from their
hostel room at Sauli Khad to
beat the heat in the afiernoon.
The river has lean discharge
these days. )

His friends said Prahhar

dived into the river to swim
across. However, he did not
come out. He knew swim-
ming, they said. They raised
the alarm and informed the
IIT administration, the
police, the fire brigade and
locals, who reached the spot,
but failed to spot the boy.
. Divers from Sundemagar
were summoned. The rescue
operation was carried out in
the presence of IIT Director
T Gonsalves and police and
district officials.

The victim, Prahhar
Shah, a second-year
BTech student of the IIT,
Mandi, belonged to
Andhra Pradesh and had
gone to swim in the Beas
along with his four friends

He, along with the staff
and students of the insti-
tute, have mourned the
death of the student.and
warned the students not to
venture near the river.

After a four-hou-long exer-
cise, the divers spotted Prah-
har’s body on the river bed.

Diver Udham Singh said
the boy had dived into a pool
of water which was more
than 50 ft deep. “There were
no visible injury marks on
the body,” he said.

SP, Mandi, Ahishek Dular
said the police had ruled out
foul play in the incident.
However, they were waiting
for the postmortem report.

A spokesperson for the IIT |

said the administration had
informed Prahhar’s parents
and they were expected to
reach Mandi tonight from
Andhra Pradesh.

INTERMEDIATE
STUDENTS GEAR
UP FOR ISEET

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 25

Intermediate students are
preparing for the single
national engineering ent-
rance test, Iseet, which will
replace IIT-JEE and AIEEE
from next year as the quali-
fying exam for admission
into the IITs, NITs and
other reputed technical
institutions.

Many coaching centres
have come up across the
city, drawing students who
have completed the first
year of the Inter course.
Their emphasis is on the
10+2 exam since Iseet gives
40 per cent weightage to
1042 marks.

But those who have com-
pleted the Intermediate
course this year are wor-
ried: if they don’t make it
into the IITs this year, how
will they prepare for Iseet
next year? Currently, Inter
students are allowed to
appear for IIT-JEE twice,
the first time immediately
after completion of the
Inter course, and the sec-
ond the following year.

“In the old method, we
focused only on IIT-JEE
preparation,” said P. Sha-
shank, who finished Inter
this year. “We just aimed at
60 to 70 per cent marks in
Inter exams. We will be ata
loss if we attempt Iseet
next year as there is 40 per
cent weightage for Inter
marks in it. Students who
score more than 90 per cent
marks in Inter will be at an
advantage,”he added.

He is hoping that the
Centre will make changes
in the exam for the fresh
batch of Inter students tak-
ing admission this year.
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her= has been

a history of

theatre obitu-
aries. First with the
advent of cinema,
and then with the

7 emergence of televi-
Anuradha sion. However, the-
Kapur atre has survived it
all, and the audience is only
growing. What gives theatre its
oconnect with the audisnces is ac-
tors performing live in front of
and for the crowe.

For people chocsing theatre, be

it today or 30 years ago, the moti-
vation has remained unchangecd.

STAGE CRAFT

Even two decades ago, a full-time career in
theatre was not viable. Now it is, says

Anuradha Kapur, Director, National School of . g .
Drama, on the eve of World Theatre Day :

(March 27)

What has changes] over time is
the fact that theatre is today con-
sidered mainstream and a carser
as an artist is a viable option.

INDIA & THE WORLD
In theatre or drama schools

While y
ecific discipline

management, mus
wWe inte
places
a single performing arts
everything Hard isn't it?

MARK FEATHERSTCGNE-WITTY, FOUNDING PRINCIPALACE

student is trained to the highest I

rate these skills within an
laboration at its heart. The re
vent where

acrogs the world, there are multi-
ple specialisations and even
echools to choose from, which in-
clude children's theatre, physical
theatre, community drama, eto.
With not many options available
in Inclia, the focus here is to try
and give students as varied a vo-
cabulary as possible so that they
can then choose the area that
suits themn best. Therefore, the
primary focus here is on practice.
Practice-oriented institutes adopt
an acadermic strategy of present-
ing different methodologies of
acting, direction, design, ete, so
that students have as many vo-
cabularies and working knowl-
edge in the field as possible.

WHAT IT TAKES
If cne wants to make theatre a
profession, one has to go

CAREER OPTIONS
Today, actors are beginning to
see themselves as the leaders
of what they want to do, not
neceggarily just a part of a proj-
ect. Hence, besides acting for
groups of companies, an inde-

g pendently functioning
artist is also a growing
trend where actors
make their own
shows.

There has also
been a quantum
jurnp in the allied
careers in the-
atre, like light-
ing, theatre man-
agement, which
involves running
the show; event
management, make-
b, up, scenic de-
sign, sound de-
sign, and cos-
tume — opportu-
nities in all of which are grow-
ing exponentially.
urriculum that Bven two dscades ago, 2
T ey full-time career in theatre was
son? Try and think of - poy viable. Now it is. Today
) one there are remunerative
careers in theatre.

through the rigours of it.
One of the first things
an arts institute
hopes to do is to
make students under-
stand that theatre is
work.
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PERFORMANCE,
THE NEW THEATRE

Arjun Ghosh, theatre artist, and faculty,
department of humanities and social sciences,
dian institute of Technalagy (IT), Delhi, shares his
ViEW On some new trends in the study and practice

cademically, in the world of theatre, study of

performance and dramais catching up as a
trend. There are two kinds of performances — one,
which is “the” performance and second, an act in
real life, for example, someone playing football.

The second kind is a performance, much beyond
the stage experience. For example, the recent anti-
corruption movement led by social activist, Anna
Hazare, can be a perfect example of performances,
which are in the moment of social change. This is
also called political or protest theatre.

Performance studies are popular and are being
taken up by many theatre students these days.
Howewer, nothing much has happened in India in
the last five-10 years. Here, theatre as a career
optionis not lucrative. In contrast, globally,
theatre is a viable professionin countries like
Italy, France, Eritain and fustralia. This is because
they get a lot of government funding.

But, on a brighter side, a lot of exciting work is
happening outside the government ambit. Many
independent theatre groups are coming up,
which besides staging plays also run as training
schools and are producing good artists.

- As told to Vatsala Shrangl



Edu grievance
cell on cards

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: From the next aca-
demic year, students seeking

admissions to courses in uni-

versitiesand affiliated colleg-
es or technical and manage-
ment institutes will have a
grievance redressalbody.

The All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) will soon issue a no-
tification directing all profes-
sional and technical insti-
tutes across the country to
constitute an ombudsman for
grievanceredressal.

“Every institute will need
to appoint an ombudsman
with legal experience,” said
AICTE chairman SS Mantha.

“If there is paucity of eli-
gible people, then one om-
budsman can be appointed
for a cluster of colleges. For
example, colleges in a area
can be considered as one clus-
ter. The body will look into
students’ harassment, admis-
sion and capitation fee is-
sues,” he added.

Each cluster ombudsman
will have three experts, in-
cluding a retired high court
judge.an“eminentsocial per-
sonality from the education
sector” and academician,
said sources.

“During admissions, a
student does not belong to
any institute as he/she has
passed out from school or ju-

Class Matters

P AICTE toissue anotification
directing professional and
technical institutesto
constitute an ombudsman for
grievance redressal

P One ombudsmancanbe
appointed for a cluster of
collegesinanarea

P Each cluster ombudsman
will have three experts,
includinganHC judge

P The body willlookinto
students’ harassment,
admission and capitation fee
issues

nior college and is yet toenrol
in a degree college. The om-
budsman or the grievance re-
dressal body will help the stu-
dents if they face any trouble
during the process,” added
Mantha.

The ministry of human
resources and development
initiative will also be imple-
mented by the University
Grants Commission in all
universities and affiliated
colleges. The ombudsman
will hear grievanceslikenon-
refund of feeson cancellation
of admissions, discrimina-
tion,non-complianceof rules
and withholding of docu-
ments. Mantha was speaking
ataseminar organized by a B-
school in the city.
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~ Police probe

~ ‘firing’ after

~ road rage in
Powal

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: The police are

probingintoa

: brawl be-

® tween two

persons when

their vehicles

CRIME brushed each

other in Powai on Wednes-
day night.

The accused, Shekar Pu-
ranik (36), stepped out of his
car and pulled out a starting
pistol, which is used to flag
off races, and started firing
in the direction of biker Mo-
hammed Ansari (19).

“Both of them had a heat-
ed exchange. Puranik then
‘ACCUSED HAS
GUN LICENCFE’
pulled out a gun and fired,
which locals believed to be
real bullets. A passing patrol
brought both of them to the
police station,” said Bhaji-
rao Bhosle, senior inspector

of Powaipolicestation.

Bhosle said the two set-
tled their differences and
didn’t lodge a complaint. “It
was found that Puranik pos-
sessed a starting pistol for
which hehad alicence. Ithas
been confiscated and will be
returned after completion of
the probe,” Bhosleadded.



